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Neuter/Spay:  Addressing 
the  Primary Problem          

by  Rebecca Arnold, DVM, PhD

In every article written about the need to 
alter companion cats the reader is 
assaulted with staggering statistics 
regarding the number of cats euthanized 
every year.  The cats that make up these 
statistics are not healthy cats. They are 
destroyed because they are infected with 
deadly diseases; they are so sick they 
cannot be saved. There are limited 
resources available to save them and in 
some cases death is actually a pleasant 
alternative to continued breathing.
   It is this author's contention that none 
of this should have to be dealt with  if the 
primary problem would be addressed:  
non-breeding cats should be altered 
- period.  The enormity of this task can 
not be overstated.
    Some of the worst cases I have dealt 
with are the result of "this cat should 
have never been born in the first 
place."  If the queen would have been 
spayed, this mangled kitten would not  
be on the exam table. This includes a 
young male found in Bennett, NE, with 
one-third of his leg scraped off, from the 
armpit down.  Another young male had 
his leg completely severed after being hit 
by a vehicle on Hwy 77.  He was so 
hungry he lapped up bitter antibiotics as 
if they were sweet cream.  As the seven 
month old queen is being spayed because 
she cannot deliver her kittens, the 
thought become "This cat should have 
never been born in the first place."  
The primary problem has not been 
addressed.
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